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TITLE 2  
CHAPTER 15  

PART 17 
 
 
 

   2-15-1761. Board of architects. (1) There is a board of architects.  
     (2) The board consists of four members appointed by the governor with the consent of the 
senate. The members are:  
     (a) two registered architects who have been in continuous practice for 3 years before their 
appointment;  
     (b) one registered architect who is on the staff of the Montana state university-Bozeman 
school of architecture; and  
     (c) one representative of the public who is not engaged in or directly connected with the 
practice of architecture.  
     (3) Each member must have been a resident of Montana for 4 years prior to appointment.  
     (4) Each member shall serve for a term of 3 years.  
     (5) The board is allocated to the department for administrative purposes only as prescribed in 
2-15-121.  

     History: (1), (2), (4)En. Sec. 1, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3229, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3229, R.C.M. 
1935; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 439, L. 1973; Sec. 66-101, R.C.M. 1947; amd. and redes. 82A-1602.3 by Sec. 24, Ch. 350, 
L. 1974; Sec. 82A-1602.3, R.C.M. 1947; (3)En. Sec. 3, Ch. 388, L. 1979; (5)En. 82A-1602 by Sec. 1, Ch. 272, L. 
1971; amd. Sec. 10, Ch. 250, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 285, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 57, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 1, 
Ch. 58, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 84, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 99, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 354, Ch. 350, L. 1974; Sec. 
82A-1602, R.C.M. 1947; R.C.M. 1947, 82A-1602(part), 82A-1602.3; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 388, L. 1979; MCA 1979, ; 
redes. by Sec. 4, Ch. 274, L. 1981; amd. sec. 36, Ch. 308, L. 1995; Sec. , MCA 1999; redes. by Sec.  

 
Cross-References 

Application of Montana Administrative Procedure Act to licensing, 2-4-631. 
Disasters and emergencies -- emergency reciprocity for persons licensed out of state, 

10-3-204. 
General duties of boards, 37-1-131. 
Licensure of former criminal offenders, Title 37, ch. 1, part 2. 
Architecture, Title 37, ch. 65. 

Nondiscrimination in licensing, 49-3-204. 
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PART 1 – 3 
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Part 1 -- General 
 



 
 37-65-101.  Purpose. 
 37-65-102.  Definitions. 
 37-65-103.  Exemptions. 

Part 2 -- Board of Architects 
 
 

 37-65-201.  Organization -- records. 
 37-65-202.  Compensation of board members -- expenses. 
 37-65-203.  Exclusive licensing jurisdiction -- no additional fee. 
 37-65-204.  Rulemaking. 

 
Part 3 -- Licensing 

 
 

 37-65-301.  License required. 
 37-65-302.  Licensure limited to individuals. 
 37-65-303.  Application -- examination -- issuance of license. 
 37-65-304.  Repealed. 
 37-65-305.  Repealed. 
 37-65-306.  Repealed. 
 37-65-307.  Deposit of license fees. 
 37-65-308.  Seal of architect. 
 37-65-309.  Repealed. 
 37-65-310.  License verification. 
 37-65-311 through 37-65-320 reserved. 
 37-65-321.  Repealed. 
 37-65-322.  Penalty. 
 37-65-323.  Injunction. 

 
--------------------  

 
 
Chapter Cross-References 
 Construction contracts, Title 18, ch. 2. 
 Procurement of architectural, engineering, and land surveying services by governmental 
entities, Title 18, ch. 8, part 2. 
 Professional service corporations, Title 35, ch. 4. 
 Building construction standards, Title 50, ch. 60.  

 
 

Part 1 
 

General 
 
 
 37-65-101.  Purpose. It is hereby declared, as a matter of legislative policy in the state of 
Montana, that the practice of architecture is a privilege granted by legislative authority and is not 
a natural right of individuals and that it is necessary, as a matter of such policy and in the 
interests of the health, safety, and welfare of the people of Montana, to provide laws covering 



the granting of that privilege and its subsequent use, control, and regulation for the purpose of 
protecting the public from the unprofessional, improper, unauthorized, and unqualified practice 
of architecture.  
 
 History:  En. 66-101.1 by Sec. 1, Ch. 544, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 66-101.1.  
 
 37-65-102.  Definitions. Unless the context requires otherwise, in this chapter the 
following definitions apply: 
 (1)  "Architect" means an individual technically and legally qualified to practice 
architecture and who is authorized under this chapter to practice architecture. 
 (2)  "Board" means the board of architects provided for in 2-15-1761. 
 (3)  "Building" means a structure intended primarily for human occupancy or use. 
 (4)  "Department" means the department of labor and industry provided for in Title 2, 
chapter 15, part 17. 
 (5)  "Practice of architecture" means any professional service or creative work requiring 
the application of advanced knowledge of architectural design, building construction, and 
standards and involving the constant exercise of discretion and judgment in those activities, in 
which the safeguarding of life, health, or property is concerned, as consultation, investigation, 
evaluation, planning, design, or inspection of construction for any public or private building. 
 (6)  "Public building" means any building that the state or any political subdivision of the 
state maintains for the use of the public.  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 3, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3231, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3231, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 1, Ch. 149, L. 1957; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 439, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 26, Ch. 350, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 544, L. 
1977; R.C.M. 1947, 66-103(2); amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 388, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 274, L. 1981; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 490, L. 
1983; amd. Sec. 148, Ch. 483, L. 2001.  
 
 37-65-103.  Exemptions. (1) Nothing contained in this chapter shall prevent draftsmen, 
students, clerks of work, superintendents, and other employees of those lawfully practicing as 
architects under the provisions of this chapter from acting under the instruction, control, or 
supervision of their employers or to prevent the employment of superintendents of the 
construction, enlargement, or structural alteration of buildings or any appurtenance thereto. 
 (2)  Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to: 
 (a)  apply to alterations to any building which do not involve changes affecting the 
structural safety thereof or the public health; 
 (b)  prevent the preparation of details and shop drawings by persons other than architects 
for use in connection with the execution of their work; or 
 (c)  prevent the preparation of drawings or details for fixtures, cabinetwork, furniture, or 
other interior appliances or equipment or for any work necessary to provide for their installation 
unless the same involves public health or safety. 
 (3)  None of the acts enumerated in subsections (1) and (2) shall be interpreted or 
construed as the practice of architecture. 
 (4)  Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to affect or prevent the following, provided 
that no words, letters, figures, or other device shall be used in such manner as to tend to convey 
the impression that the person rendering such service is an architect duly registered under this 
chapter: 
 (a)  consultants, officers, and employees of the United States while engaged solely in the 
practice of architecture for said government; 
 (b)  professional engineers from performing architectural services which are purely 
incidental to their engineering practice; 



 (c)  any person from planning, designing, altering, repairing, supervising, or engaging in 
residential construction consisting of less than eight living units regardless of size or cost or farm 
buildings which are not intended for use or used as a public building; 
 (d)  the planning, design, alteration, construction, repair, or supervision of construction of 
a building by its owner if the building is not intended for use or used as a public building.  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 7, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3235, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3235, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 2, Ch. 149, L. 1957; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 439, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 544, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 66-107(b), (c).  
 
Cross-References 
 Policy regarding state practice of architecture, 18-2-111.  

 
 

Part 2 
 

Board of Architects 
 
 
Part Cross-References 
 Right to know, Art. II, sec. 9, Mont. Const. 
 Oath defined, 1-1-201. 
 Oaths, Title 1, ch. 6. 
 Open meetings, Title 2, ch. 3, part 2. 
 Meeting defined, 2-3-202. 
 Public records, Title 2, ch. 6. 
 Allocation of boards for administrative purposes, 2-15-121. 
 Quasi-judicial boards, 2-15-124. 
 Board established, 2-15-1761. 
 Preservation of records, Title 22, ch. 3, part 2. 
 Duties of Department, Director, and boards, Title 37, ch. 1, part 1. 
 Perjury, 45-7-201. 
 False swearing, 45-7-202. 
 Disrupting meeting as disorderly conduct, 45-8-101.  
 
 37-65-201.  Organization -- records. (1) The board shall, on an annual basis, elect from 
among its number a president, vice president, and secretary-treasurer. 
 (2)  The department shall keep a record of proceedings of the board. 
 (3)  The department shall keep a register of applicants for a license, with the name of the 
applicant and whether the applicant was granted a license or rejected. The register is prima 
facie evidence of the matters contained in it.  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 2, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3230, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3230, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 25, Ch. 350, L. 1974; R.C.M. 1947, 66-102; amd. Sec. 41, Ch. 492, L. 2001.  
 
 37-65-202.  Compensation of board members -- expenses. Each member of the board 
is entitled to receive compensation and travel expenses as provided in 37-1-133.  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 9, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3237, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3237, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 141, Ch. 147, L. 1963; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 138, L. 1967; amd. Sec. 18, Ch. 93, L. 1969; amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 439, L. 
1973; amd. Sec. 28, Ch. 350, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 24, Ch. 439, L. 1975; R.C.M. 1947, 66-109(1); amd. Sec. 30, Ch. 474, 
L. 1981; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 490, L. 1983; amd. Sec. 38, Ch. 481, L. 1997.  
 



 37-65-203.  Exclusive licensing jurisdiction -- no additional fee. The board is vested 
with exclusive jurisdiction to issue licenses for the privilege of practicing architecture. No other 
state agency or political subdivision of the state, including counties and municipalities, may levy 
any fee or tax for such privilege.  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 10, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3238, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3238, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 3, Ch. 138, L. 1967; amd. Sec. 29, Ch. 350, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 544, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 66-110(2).  
 
 37-65-204.  Rulemaking. The board of architects may adopt, amend, or repeal rules 
necessary for the implementation and enforcement of this chapter in accordance with the 
provisions of the Montana Administrative Procedure Act.  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 9, Ch. 490, L. 1983.  
 
Cross-References 
 Montana Administrative Procedure Act, Title 2, ch. 4.  

 
 

Part 3 
 

Licensing 
 
 
Part Cross-References 
 Seal defined, 1-4-201. 
 Licensing to follow contested case procedure, 2-4-631. 
 Duty of Department to administer and grade examinations, 37-1-101. 
 Duty of Board to adopt and enforce licensing and certification rules, 37-1-131. 
 Licensing boards to establish fees commensurate with costs, 37-1-134. 
 Grounds for disciplinary action as grounds for license denial -- conditions to new licenses, 
37-1-137. 
 Licensure of criminal offenders, Title 37, ch. 1, part 2. 
 Nondiscrimination in licensing, 49-3-204.  
 
 37-65-301.  License required. Except as provided in this chapter, no person may 
practice architecture in this state or use the title "architect" or "licensed architect" or any words, 
letters, figures, or other device indicating or intending to imply that he is an architect, without 
having qualified under this chapter.  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 3, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3231, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3231, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 1, Ch. 149, L. 1957; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 439, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 26, Ch. 350, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 544, L. 
1977; R.C.M. 1947, 66-103(1); amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 490, L. 1983.  
 
 37-65-302.  Licensure limited to individuals. No firm, company, partnership, 
association, corporation, or other similar organization shall be licensed as an architect. Only 
individuals shall be licensed as architects, but a number of architects constituting a firm may use 
the collective title "architects" or "licensed architects".  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 7, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3235, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3235, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 2, Ch. 149, L. 1957; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 439, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 544, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 66-107(a); amd. 
Sec. 4, Ch. 490, L. 1983.  
 



 37-65-303.  Application -- examination -- issuance of license. (1) A person wishing to 
practice architecture in this state shall apply to the department for a license. A person applying 
must have successfully completed the requirement of prerequisites in education and practical 
experience and an examination as prescribed by the board. The examination must be in 
substantial conformance with the standard national council of architectural registration boards 
examination and grading procedure, except as modified by board rules. 
 (2)  After examination, the department shall, if the candidate has been found qualified, 
grant a license to the candidate to practice architecture in this state.  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 3, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3231, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3231, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 1, Ch. 149, L. 1957; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 439, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 26, Ch. 350, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 544, L. 
1977; R.C.M. 1947, 66-103(part); amd. Sec. 6, Ch. 388, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 490, L. 1983; amd. Sec. 42, Ch. 
492, L. 2001; amd. Sec. 12, Ch. 196, L. 2003.  
 
 37-65-304.  Repealed. Sec. 127, Ch. 467, L. 2005.  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 8, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3236, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3236, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 140, Ch. 147, L. 1963; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 138, L. 1967; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 439, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 27, Ch. 350, L. 
1974; R.C.M. 1947, 66-108; amd. Sec. 7, Ch. 388, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 277, L. 1983; amd. Sec. 43, Ch. 492, L. 
2001.  
 
 37-65-305.  Repealed. Sec. 128, Ch. 429, L. 1995.  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 3, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3231, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3231, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 1, Ch. 149, L. 1957; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 439, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 26, Ch. 350, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 544, L. 
1977; R.C.M. 1947, 66-103(part); amd. Sec. 6, Ch. 490, L. 1983.  
 
 37-65-306.  Repealed. Sec. 127, Ch. 467, L. 2005.  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 10, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3238, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3238, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 3, Ch. 138, L. 1967; amd. Sec. 29, Ch. 350, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 544, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 66-110(1); 
amd. Sec. 8, Ch. 388, L. 1979; (2)En. Sec. 9, Ch. 388, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 119, Ch. 429, L. 1995; amd. Sec. 47, Ch. 
492, L. 1997; amd. Sec. 54, Ch. 271, L. 2003.  
 
 37-65-307.  Deposit of license fees. All fees and moneys received by the department for 
licenses from practicing architects shall be deposited in the state special revenue fund for the 
use of the board, subject to 37-1-101(6).  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 9, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3237, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3237, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 141, Ch. 147, L. 1963; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 138, L. 1967; amd. Sec. 18, Ch. 93, L. 1969; amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 439, L. 
1973; amd. Sec. 28, Ch. 350, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 24, Ch. 439, L. 1975; R.C.M. 1947, 66-109(2); amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 277, 
L. 1983.  
 
 37-65-308.  Seal of architect. Every licensed architect must have a seal that must 
contain the name of the architect, the city and state of the architect's place of business, the 
architect's license number, and the words "Licensed Architect, State of Montana".  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 5, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3233, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3233, R.C.M. 1935; R.C.M. 
1947, 66-105; amd. Sec. 44, Ch. 492, L. 2001.  
 
Cross-References 
 Seal defined, 1-4-201. 
 Manner of making seal, 1-4-202.  
 
 37-65-309.  Repealed. Sec. 12, Ch. 388, L. 1979.  



 
 History:  En. Sec. 11, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3239, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3239, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 30, Ch. 350, L. 1974; R.C.M. 1947, 66-111.  
 
 37-65-310.  License verification. Notification to the board by a board-approved entity 
that the entity has received verification from a state or jurisdiction in which a person is licensed 
that the person is currently licensed and is not subject to pending charges or final disciplinary 
action for unprofessional conduct must be considered verification in compliance with 37-1-
304(2).  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 45, Ch. 492, L. 2001.  
 
 37-65-311 through 37-65-320 reserved.  
 
 37-65-321.  Repealed. Sec. 128, Ch. 429, L. 1995.  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 12, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3240, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3240, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 3, Ch. 149, L. 1957; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 138, L. 1967; amd. Sec. 6, Ch. 439, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 31, Ch. 350, L. 
1974; R.C.M. 1947, 66-112; amd. Sec. 7, Ch. 490, L. 1983.  
 
 37-65-322.  Penalty. Any person who uses the title "architect" or "licensed architect" or 
any other words, letters, figures, or device indicating or intending to imply that the person using 
the same is an architect or who shall engage in the practice of architecture within the meaning of 
this chapter or shall accept compensation for rendering architectural service without first having 
complied with the provisions of this chapter shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 
conviction shall be punished by a fine of not less than $500 or more than $1,000 or by 
imprisonment in the county jail for not less than 30 days or more than 6 months or by both such 
fine and imprisonment. Any person convicted a second time for any violation of this chapter shall 
be punished by both such fine and imprisonment. The district court shall have jurisdiction of all 
prosecutions brought hereunder.  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 6, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3234, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3234, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 4, Ch. 149, L. 1957; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 544, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 66-106(1); amd. Sec. 8, Ch. 490, L. 1983.  
 
 37-65-323.  Injunction. Whenever the board of architects has reasonable cause to 
believe that a person is violating any provision of this chapter or rule of the board, it may, in 
addition to the remedies provided in 37-65-322 and without prejudice thereto, bring an action in 
the district court for the county in which the violation is occurring to enjoin such person from 
continuing to engage in such violation or from doing any act in furtherance thereof.  
 
 History:  En. Sec. 6, Ch. 158, L. 1917; re-en. Sec. 3234, R.C.M. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3234, R.C.M. 1935; amd. 
Sec. 4, Ch. 149, L. 1957; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 544, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 66-106(2).  
 
Cross-References 
 Issuance of injunctions on nonjudicial days, 3-1-302, 3-5-302. 
 Contempts, Title 3, ch. 1, part 5. 
 Injunctions, Rule 65, M.R.Civ.P. (see Title 25, ch. 20); Title 27, ch. 19. 
 Affidavits, Title 26, ch. 1, part 10. 
 Disciplinary authority of boards -- injunctions, 37-1-136.  
 
 
 


